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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–15 Edition) § 10.201 

Subpart B—General Requirements 
for All Merchant Mariner Cre-
dentials 

§ 10.201 General characteristics of the 
merchant mariner credential. 

(a) A merchant mariner credential 
(MMC) (Coast Guard Form CG–4610), is 
a credential combining the elements of 
the merchant mariner’s document 
(MMD), merchant mariner’s license (li-
cense), and certificate of registry 
(COR) enumerated in 46 U.S.C. subtitle 
II part E as well as the STCW endorse-
ment issued pursuant to the STCW 
Convention and STCW Code (incor-
porated by reference, see § 10.103 of this 
part). MMDs, licenses, STCW endorse-
ments and CORs are no longer issued as 
separate documents and all qualifica-
tions formerly entered on those sepa-
rate documents appear in the form of 
an endorsement(s) on an MMC. 

(b) An MMC authorizes the holder to 
serve in any capacity endorsed thereon, 
or in any lower capacity in the same 
department, or in any capacity covered 
by a general endorsement. 

(c) An MMC may be issued to quali-
fied applicants by the Coast Guard. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77888, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.203 Requirement to hold a TWIC 
and a merchant mariner credential. 

(a) Any mariner required to hold a li-
cense, MMD, COR, and/or an STCW en-
dorsement by a regulation in 33 CFR 
chapter I or 46 CFR chapter I must hold 
an MMC. A mariner may continue to 
serve under the authority of and within 
any restriction on their license, MMD, 
COR, and/or STCW endorsement until 
the first renewal or upgrade of that 
credential, but not later than April 15, 
2014. 

(b) Failure to obtain or hold a valid 
TWIC serves as a basis for the denial of 
an application for an original, renewal, 
new endorsement, duplicate, or raise of 
grade of a mariner’s credential and 
may serve as a basis for suspension and 
revocation under 46 U.S.C. 7702 and 
7703. 

(c) An MMC, license, MMD, COR, or 
STCW endorsement must be retained 
by the mariner to whom it was issued 
and, while valid, must be produced to 

verify qualifications when requested by 
an authorized official as identified in 33 
CFR 101.515(d). Posting of the officer 
endorsement may be necessary as re-
quired in 46 U.S.C. 7110. 

(d) Although an MMD and an MMC 
serve as certificates of identification, a 
TWIC must be retained by the mariner 
to whom it was issued and, while valid, 
serves as the mariner’s primary identi-
fication document. The TWIC must be 
produced to verify identity when re-
quired by an authorized official as 
identified in 33 CFR 101.515(d). 

§ 10.205 Validity of a merchant mar-
iner credential. 

(a) An MMC is valid for a term of 5 
years from the date of issuance. Except 
upon the written request for the imme-
diate issuance by the applicant, the 
Coast Guard will post-date the issuance 
of an MMC renewal that includes no 
other transactions up to 8 months from 
the date that the Coast Guard accepts 
a complete application as required in 
this part. If the expiration date of the 
mariner’s active credential is beyond 8 
months of the date that the Coast 
Guard accepts a complete application 
as required in this part, the new cre-
dential issue date will be 8 months 
from the date of application accept-
ance at which time the currently ac-
tive credential will become invalid in 
accordance with paragraph (d) of this 
section. Otherwise, the new credential 
issue validity date will coincide with 
the expiration date of the active cre-
dential held by the mariner. All other 
MMC transactions will be processed for 
immediate issuance. 

(b) All endorsements, unless other-
wise noted, are valid until the expira-
tion date of the MMC on which they 
appear. 

(c) A mariner may not serve under 
the authority of an MMC past its expi-
ration date. An expired MMC may be 
renewed during an administrative 
grace period of up to 1 year beyond its 
expiration date as per § 10.227(h) of this 
part. 

(d) When an MMC is renewed or re- 
issued before its expiration date in ac-
cordance with § 10.227, of this part the 
MMC that has been replaced becomes 
invalid unless otherwise noted in para-
graph (a) of this section. 
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